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The British Library collect artists’

books and fine press
publications from the UK. Our
collections also include many
important works from the
Americas and Europe.

Artists’ books show great variety,
innovation and experimentation.
Our collections focus on the use
of text and narrative, but also
include visual arts and
collaborative works between
artists and poets. Creative
collaborations and dialogues in
artists' books can be found
across our collections of fine
press publications, which focus
particular attention to art and
craftsmanship in book
production.
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Carolyn Trant My Mackerel Lover, Parvenu Press, 2004
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With Kind Permission : Carolyn Trant
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Speaking to the Existing Collection
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A , - j x Carolyn Trant, Map of Lost Cuckoos,
lll‘:l" Il\‘,é Parvenu Press, 2019
lj g ' ' Trant's Map of Lost Cuckoo's created form

woodblock and printing on recycled
cardboard and newspaper. The work is
in a 'cartonera’ style cleverly allows a
e (e o ; ARV \ B, dialogue between the newsprint and the
Peepte e 0 0 . AR 81  woodcut to re-emphases the decline of
‘LIC | SR T\ ARG \MBl' native species due to climate change.
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Fine Press Works from established and
New Artists
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Shirley Jones The Quest, Red Hen Press,
2016, shelfmark: RF.2015.b.75.

The Quest contains five of the most sumptuous
coloured mezzotint plates augmented with gold. The
story is drawn from the middle Welsh epic Culhwch
and Olwen. It explores a stimulating and imaginative
narrative of Gwrhyr’s search for Mabon, the son of
Modron, which picks at the threads of folk tales which
extend back to some of the very earliest oral and folk
traditions.

This work emphasises the connection between

the rich narratives within library collections and
how a contemporary artists' books bringing them to
new audiences.
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=

FIFTYTWO

HOMELESS PEOPLE

SHOPPING

FORTYNINE S

/
Dressing

bl.uk



Discovery
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Catalogue Sources

(Collection to April 2023)

Giving you access to details of materials held in many
UK national, academic and specialist librariesin inlcuding the British Library
Collection.

A range of blog posts about artists' books by using
the "Artists' books" subject tag.
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https://bll01.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?vid=44BL_INST:BLL01&lang=en
https://discover.libraryhub.jisc.ac.uk/
https://blogs.bl.uk/english-and-drama/

Further Reading :

Artists' Book Year Book. Shelfmark: ZC.9.b.6181

The Blue Notebook. Shelfmark: ZK.9.b.25182

Art Monthly. Shelfmark: P.421/733

Sarah Bodman, Creating Artists' Books, London: A&C Black, 2005. Shelfmark: YK.2005.a.11394

Book Arts Newsletter. Hardcopy at shelfmark: ZK.9.b.23115

P. A. H. Brown, Modern British and American private presses (1850-1965), London: British Library, 1976. Shelfmark: RAR094.4016 ENG Open Access. An
alphabetic list of the modern private presses in the Library's collection.

Stephen Bury, Artists' Books: the book as a work of art, 1963-1995, Aldershot: Scolar Press, 1995. Shelfmark: YC.1996.b.1827

Roderick Cave, Fine Printing & Private Presses, London: British Library, 2001. Shelfmark: 2708.h.952. A selection of essays on the history of fine and
private presses.

Roderick Cave, The Private Press, 2nd ed. New York: Bowker, 1983. Shelfmark: RAR 070.593 Open Access

Johanna Drucker, The Century of Artists' Books, New York: Granary Books, [1995] (2004 printing). Shelfmark: YD.2005.a.773

Jean Khalfa (ed.) The Dialogue between painting and poetry: livres d'artistes 1874-1999. Cambridge: Black Apollo Press, 2001. Shelfmark:
YC.2002.a.10131

The Journal of Artists Books. U.S. journal that ran from 1994-2003. Shelfmark: ZA.9.b.2807

Matrix: a review for printers and bibliophiles. Shelfmark: Cup.510.dga.35

Parenthesis: the newsletter of the Fine Press Book Association. Shelfmark: ZC.9.b.7208

Online Publications & Resources :

: A leading non-profit organization dedicated to the dissemination, understanding and appreciation of artists’ books
: News relating to artists' books published 7 times a year
: Centre for Fine Print Research University of the West of England


https://www.printedmatter.org/
https://www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/newsletters/
https://www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/

LIBRARY
HSILIYg




	Slide 1: A Selection of  Artists’ Books from Contemporary British and Irish Collections
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13

