
All of these pioneers have either lived or worked  
in Leeds and helped put the city on the map.

PUTTING LEEDS ON THE MAP

WILLIAM ASTBURY

Uses x-ray to explore  
structure of DNA  
(1930s – 1950s).

EMILY CUMMINS  

Invents solar  
powered fridge 
(2009).

DR BRIAN BOFFEY  

Invents Jelly Tots  
(early 1960s).

JOSEPH PRIESTLEY 

Discovers gas we  
now know as oxygen  
(1774).

ANNE SHEEPSHANKS 

Leeds woman has moon  
crater names after her  
(b.1789 – d.1876).

DENYS FISHER  

Invents Spirograph  
(1962 – 1964).

JOHN SMEATON   

Coins the term  
‘Civil Engineering’  
(b.1724 – d.1792).

PRIYA  
SUBRAMANIAN 

Wins UNESCO L’Oreal  
Women in Science  
Fellowship (2017).

EILEEN INGHAM 

Pioneer in tissue  
re-engineering  
(current).

WILLIAM &  
LAWRENCE BRAGG  

Father & son share  
Nobel Prize for Physics  
(1915).

ELIZABETH  
BEECROFT  

Pioneer manager  
of Kirkstall Forge  
(1778 – 1786).

MATTHEW MURRAY 

Designs world’s  
first commercially  
successful locomotive  
(1812).

DAVID JOY

Designs successful  
‘Jenny Lind’  
locomotive (1847).

LOUIS AIMÉ  
AUGUSTIN LE PRINCE  

Produces early motion  
pictures in Leeds  
(1888).

JAMES HENRY
ATKINSON  

Invents the popular  
‘Little Nipper’  
Mousetrap (1899).


